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1. Claims 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 9, line 2 "and/or" is indefinite. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the 
United States. 

a. Claims 1,5,7,8 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 

anticipated by Hartman et al. 

Hartman discloses a power outlet assembly comprising a frame 254, a 
power outlet 256 attached to the frame and connected to a power network 
252, indicator circuit 192 attached to the frame for generating a sensory 
indication responsive to a power line carrier status signal 274 from the 
network 256. 

Regarding claim 5, the digital bit stream of Hartman (col. 10, lines 
3-5) would have been a low impact signal since an alarm is only 
generated after processing of the signal by microcontroller 272. 

Regarding claim 7, Hartman teaches use of audio signal 193. 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
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the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

b. Claims 2-4,6,9-13 and 15-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Hartman et al. in view of Germagian et al. 

Hartman discloses a device for providing indication of a power line carrier 

signal, except for specifically stating that the signal indicates source of 

energy. However, Hartman does teach that any number of alarm 

conditions can be monitored and provided by the power line carrier signal 

(col. 5, line 64- col.6, line 14). 

Germagian teaches desirability of indicating at a power outlet 
adaptation device of the status of power in an uninterrupted power system 
(col.5, lines 1-20). 

It would have been obvious to provide an indication of energy 
source as suggested by Germagian in conjunction with a carrier status 
signal as disclosed by Hartman, in order to allow a user to be aware that 
a power source might be of a temporary nature, in order that a patient 
could have been stabilized or files saved before a power outage occurred. 

Regarding claim 4, Germagian teaches displaying either a current 
source (col. 5, line 3) or potential source (col. 5, line 15). 

Regarding claim 6, since Hartman teaches use of plural colored 
LEDs to indicate different conditions (col. 9, lines 22-29), choosing to use 
well-known LCDs for this purpose would have been obvious, merely 
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depending on what type of lighting conditions were in a given 
environment. 

Regarding claim 11, Hartman allows indications when external 
probe 114 contacts plug 82. 
4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Dyer, McCracken, Chou, Hammond, Pereira and Deese disclose 
power attachment indicators and devices. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Brent A 
Swarthout whose telephone number is 571-272-2979. The examiner can 
normally be reached on M-F from 6:30 to 4:00. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeff Hofsass, can be reached on 571-272-2981 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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